Release of “Directory Information”

“Regarding student records, federal law requires that ‘directory information” on my child may be released
by the District to anyone who requests it unless I object in writing to the release of any or all of this
information. This objection must be filed within ten school days of the time this handbook was given to my
child. Directory information ordinarily includes the student’s name, address, telephone number, date and
place of birth, participation in officially recognized activities and sports, weight and height of members of
athletic teams, photographs, dates of attendance, awards received in school, and most recent previous school
attended.

For further details on our Directory information policies please look at Student Records in the Codebook.
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FErcus HicH MissioN

The mission of Fergus High School is to challenge and prepare students to become enthusiastic lifelong
learners, problem solvers and contributing members of society. Our students will be empowered to make a
living, make a life, and make a difference.

FErcus HIGH VISION STATEMENT

The staff at Fergus High School, along with parents and community members, recognizes their critical role in
providing educational opportunities for all students. They are dedicated to establishing and maintaining a safe
environment which fosters a positive attitude and a commitment to excellence. As a result, all students at
Fergus will be challenged to develop their social, personal, and academic talents to the fullest extent possible.
Particular emphasis will be placed on those skills which are necessary in order to become a happy, productive
and conftributing citizen of the 21st century.

SOAR

Safe

Respect others and their personal space
Know safety routines and procedures
Drive responsibly

Practice healthy relationships

Organized

1. Be ontime and prepared for class

2. Beready tolearn

3. Take pride in your school - clean up after yourself

4. Meet expectations of each class

5. Be accountable for your academics - check IC regularly
Accepting

1. Use kind words

2. Have an open mind and use it

3. Treat others the way you want to be treated
4. Accept diversity and the unique differences of others

Responsible
1. Respect others right to learn
2. Take responsibility for your actions - show integrity
3. Use all technology appropriately
4. Resolve conflicts with maturity

LN~

Be A Graduateé

1. Represent FHS with pride
2. Be a positive role model
3. Getinvolved
4. Plan for your future - set goals
5. Attend school




GENERAL GUIDELINES

ADMISSION OF OVER-AGE & NON-RESIDENT STUDENTS
Students who are 19 years or older af the fime of enroliment (or who will be 19 before the start of school), or
who are non- re5|den’rs WI|| be del’r’red ona dlscre‘rlonory b05|s as per ’rhe school district pollcy

APPLICABILITY OF SCHOOL RULES AND DISCIPLINE

Fergus High School rules and discipline will apply:

6 On, or within sight of, school grounds before, during or after school hours or at any other time when the
school is being used by a school group;
Off school grounds at a school sponsored activity or event, or any activity or event that bears a
reasonable relationship to school;
Traveling to and from school or a school activity, function or event; and
Anywhere, if the conduct may reasonably be considered to be a threat or an aftempted intimidation of
a staff member, or an interference with school purposes of an educational function.
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CHANGE OF POLICY

Occasionally there may be changes of policy as outlined in this handbook. These changes will be posted
on the hallway bulletin boards with an effective date included. Thereafter, it will be the responsibility of the
student to abide by the new policy.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

Cheating, whether inside or outside the classroom setfing, is unethical and unacceptable. Faculty
members are responsible for providing academic expectations. You are responsible for the honest response to
these expectations. Students, who share their work with others, as well as those who misrepresent the work of
others as their own, may be considered to be cheating.

In cases of cheating appropriate disciplinary action will be taken. The following guidelines will be followed.
1. Students cheating on tests or assignments will receive a zero for the test or assignment in question.
2. Parents of students who cheat will be notified by the teacher.
3. A discipline referral is to be filled out by the teacher and turned into the office. A copy will then be sent
home.
4. Honor Society members who are caught cheating are subject to the rules of the National Honor Society.
The NHS adbvisor is to be notified of the offense by the teacher involved and the administration.

Additional consequences may result in loss of credit or removal from class and a possible suspension.

CLASS RECOMMENDATIONS BY GRADE?

There are two general tracks that students generally follow. The first is one of college preparation: the
second is more vocational or skill building. Following either tract is an acceptable decision, but deciding a
direction early will allow for the best preparation.

Each student must build their schedule around the 17 required courses at Fergus High School. Those classes
are listed in recommended sequence below. There is plenty of opportunity to work in advanced and DTE
(Career & Technical Education) classes along the way. The senior year offers the best opportunity to take
specialty classes as long as all prerequisites are taken first.

Freshman Year Sophomore Year Junior Year Senior Year
Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics English 12 or AP English 12
English 9 English 10 English 11 PAD or AP Government
Earth Science Biology Science
Health 9 (one semester) Health and PE 10 American History
PE 9 (one semester) World History

CREDIT TRANSFER/ASSESSMENT FOR PLACEMENT#

Requests for transfer of credit and/or grade placement from any non-accredited, non-public school shall
be subject to examination and approval before being accepted by the Lewistown Public Schools. This shall be
done by the school counselor and principal; or, in the case of home schools, by a credit evaluation committee.
The committee will consist of a counselor, a staff member from each subject area in which credit is being
requested, and the school principal.

2



The credit evaluation committee will:

1. Document that the student has spent approximately the same number of classroom hours in the home
school as would have been spent in a regular class in the Lewistown Schools;

2. Document that the student followed a curriculum which is essentially similar to that in the course for
which they are requesting credit;

3. Document that in the event of a credit request in a lab, industrial arts or music course, the equipment
and facilities were sufficient to meet the required learning activities of the course;

4. Require that the student has satisfactorily passed in all courses where a final exam is normally given, a
final which was prepared and administered by a staff member in the Lewistown Public School system.

The district will give credit only for home schools that have met all requirements as specified in Montana
statute. Credit from home schools will only be accepted when a like course is offered in Lewistown Public
Schools. The school franscript will record courses taken in home schools or non-accredited schools by indicating
the title of the course, the school where the course was taken, and the grade.

For purposes of calculation of class rank, only those courses taken in a regularly accredited school will be
used.

In order to be recognized during graduation ceremonies as a valedictorian or salutatorian, a student must
have attended Fergus High School for at least three semesters (last semester of their junior year and both senior
year semesters). Transfer students considered for tfop ten honors must have earned credit from a state or
regionally accredited school (which issue leftter grades) for at least seven semesters. For the purpose of
identifying the top 10 graduating seniors, the grade point average will be calculated using grades from
accredited schools.

COUNSELING

Academic Counseling — Students and parents are encouraged fo talk with a school counselor, teacher, or
principal to learn about course offerings and the graduation requirements of various programs. Each spring,
stfudents in grades 8-11 will be provided information on anticipated course offerings for the next year and other
information that will help them make the most of academic and vocational opportunities.

Students who are interested in attending a college, university, or training school or pursuing some other type
of advanced education should work closely with their counselor so that they take the high school courses that
best prepare them. The counselor can also provide information about entrance exams and deadlines for
application, as well as information about automatic admission to state colleges and universities, financial aid,
housing and scholarships.

Personal Counseling — The school counselor is available to assist students with a wide range of personal
concerns, including such areas as social, family, emotional, or substance abuse. The counselor may also make
available information about community resources to address these concerns. Students who wish to meet with
the counselor should contact the counselors directly af the FHS office.

DISTRIBUTION OF MATERIALS

School Materials - School publications distributed to students include online publications and the Annual.
Publications are under the supervision of a teacher, sponsor, and the principal.

Non-School Materials - Written materials, handbills, photographs, pictures, petitions, films, tapes, posters, or
other visual or auditory materials may not be posted, sold, circulated, or distributed on any school campus by a
sfudent or a non-student without the prior approval of the principal. Any student who posts material without
prior approval will be subject to disciplinary action. Materials displayed without this approval will be removed.

DRESS CODE - (As set forth by Student Council)
Disclaimer:&This will be enforced for the female students by female teachers and for male students by
male teachers for all dress code matters. Images showing appropriate and inappropriate wear will be
posted around the school af the beginning of the school year. The following dress code policy has been
approved by Student Council and approved by school administrators.

Positive Image Policy: All students’ dress should reflect a positive image, be appropriate for an
educational setting and not distract from the learning environment. Student dress should show respect
for the individual, the school, and the community. Unfit attire includes, but is not limited fo, clothing
advertising drugs, alcohol, inappropriate messages, racial/ ethnic/ sexual innuendos, excessively ripped
or "holey” apparel, or any other content that is a distraction. Students will be asked to cover up or
change in the event that they come to school wearing this kind of aftire.
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0 Leggings: The use of fashion leggings, i.e. those that are sheer or see-through (fish netted
stockings, pantyhose, and tights are also included in this) must be worn with some kind of long
shirt or dress over the top of it. This shirt or dress must apply to the ‘dress’ section of the dress
code policy. However, athletic or opaque leggings, may be worn on their own without the use
of something longer to cover them.

0 Shorts: Shorts may be worn, but the bottom of the shorts must come to no higher than the base
of the fingers/top of the palm as worn when the student places their arms straight down in a
relaxed position, near the side of their body. If the shorts are shorter than this, the student will be
asked to change info something more appropriate.

0 Dresses/Skirts: The hem of the dress or skirt shall come to no higher than the tips of the student’s
fingers when their arms are extended along their sides, relaxed. If the dress or skirt is higher than
this, it will be deemed inappropriate and the student will be asked to change.

Tops:

0 Tanktops: As per day-to-day classroom interactions, girls are
allowed to wear tank tops. The straps must be at least two
fingers in width, and the side of the shirt should not be cut out. v
Boys are expected to wear sleeved shirts. However, these
condifions may be more relaxed during sportfs’ practices and

Gym/P.E./Weight Training classes.

o Shird line

0 ShirttRequirements: The height of the neckline of all tops will be
determined as inappropriate or appropriate as it applies to the 7
corresponding picture. If the neckline of a shirt is below this [ / \
line, the student will be asked to change. Also, shirfs must not

show a bare midriff. Shirts should also not be revealing of ‘
undergarments. ‘ Y |

shords line
Skirts/dresses
line

Accessories:
0 HeadéCoverings: Hats, stocking caps, bandanas, or any other non-religious type of head
covering may not be worn during time class is in session or when passing from class to class.
Students may wear hats before school until the bell for first period, in between bells during
the lunch hour, and after the final bell of the school day. All students in the building during

school hours shall comply with these rules.

0 Bags: Students will not be allowed to bring any sort of bag into the classroom. This includes
backpacks, satchels, drawstring bags, and purses of any kind. However, if a student has a
container of some sort to carry pens, pencils, and other school supplies, they are permitted
to use that. Exceptions may apply in cases of injury.

DRIVER EDUCATION INFORMATIONE

Semester Sessions:

The program offerings include two separate sessions that will meet before the school day: one during
first semester and one during second semester at Fergus High School. Each of these sessions will accommodate
eighteen students. To qualify for the semester sessions, a student must be fully enrolled at Fergus High School,
and must be 14 and one half years of age or older when the session begins. Interested students must visit with a
counselor at Fergus High School first to be put on the list for Semester | or Il so they can verify this class will work
with their schedule.

Students, who are enrolled in one of the semester sessions, will have 44 classroom meetings during the
zero period (6:45-7:45 a.m.) generally on Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings, and their six
behind-the-wheel driving fimes will be scheduled after school from 3:45-6:45 p.m. generally on Tuesdays and
Thursdays or during weekend hours. This schedule will be in place over the entire semester.
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